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475-X-2-.01 Findings.

The  Alabama  Indian  Affairs  Commission  finds  and  declares
that providing grants to State-recognized tribes, whether as a
passthrough in the case of Legislature-directed grants, or as an
affirmative  program  of  the  Commission  in  the  form  of  AIAC-
approved grants, is consistent with the Commission’s purpose.
Author: AIAC
Statutory Authority: Alabama Code 41-9-708
History: New Rule: Published ______; effective ______.

Penalty: None

475-X-2-.02 Types of Grants.

(1)        Legislature-directed grants. The Commission will
provide  a  grant  to  a  State-recognized  tribe  when  the  Alabama
Legislature  provides  for  the  grant  as  a  line  item  in  the
Commission’s budget. This type of grant is a Legislature-directed
grant.

(2)        AIAC-approved grants.  When the Commission has
funds  in  its  budget  available  for  grants  to  State-recognized
tribes  that  have  not  been  directed  by  the  Legislature,  the
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Commission may make grants to the State-recognized tribes. This
type of grant is an AIAC-approved grant.

Author: AIAC
Statutory Authority: Alabama Code 41-9-708
History: New Rule: Published ______; effective ______.

Penalty: None

475-X-2-.03 Legislature-Directed Grants.

(1)         Based  on  the  Legislature’s  direction,  the
Executive  Director  shall  facilitate  payment  pursuant  to  the
applicable  grant  procedures  set  out  in  Rule  475-X-2-.08.   No
grant proposal or vote of the Commission is needed.

(2)        Legislature-directed grants shall be in the
amount set by the Alabama Legislature, except in the event of
proration.  If,  pursuant  to  Ala.  Code  §  41-4-90,  the  Governor
declares  proration  before  the  grant  is  paid,  the  Executive
Director shall reduce the grant amount in compliance with the
Governor’s declaration. Each Tribal Grant Agreement shall contain
a provision consistent with this directive.
Author: AIAC
Statutory Authority: Alabama Code 41-9-708
History: New Rule: Published ______; effective ______.

Penalty: None

475-X-2-.04 AIAC-Approved Grants: Grant Proposal Forms.

(1)        Any State-recognized tribe that seeks an AIAC-
approved grant shall submit a Tribal Grant Proposal Form to the
Executive Director. 

(2)        The current Tribal Grant Proposal Form shall be
made available on the Commission website at aiac.alabama.gov. 
Requests  for  copies  of  the  forms  may  be  directed  to  the
Commission at (334) 240-0998.
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(3)        The Tribal Grant Proposal Form is substantially
as follows, though dates, contact information, and the like may
be updated without revising this Rule:
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Author: AIAC
Statutory Authority: Alabama Code 41-9-708
History: New Rule: Published ______; effective ______.

Penalty: None

475-X-2-.05 AIAC-Approved Grants: Criteria and Approval
Process.

(1)        AIAC-approved grants are for State-recognized
tribes only. To be eligible for an AIAC-approved grant in a given
Fiscal Year, a State-recognized tribe must have State recognition
(by the State of Alabama) both on October 1 of the Fiscal Year
and on the date of the award.  Grants will not be awarded to any
other groups or to individuals. 

(2)        AIAC-approved grants will be approved only when
they would serve a public purpose, including, but not limited to,
tribal arts/ cultural fairs, health fairs, educational purposes,
tribal facilities or grounds, tribal festivals/ Pow Wows, tribal
housing,  tribal  infrastructure,  economic  development,  tribal
community technology, and youth activities.

(3)        Grant proposals should be submitted to the
Executive Director at least 14 days before the Commission meeting
at which they will be considered. As soon as possible after a
grant proposal is submitted, the Executive Director shall review
the proposal and notify the State-recognized tribe of any issues
so  that  the  tribe  may  make  adjustments  before  the  Commission
meeting at which the grant proposal will be considered.

(4)        At each meeting of the Commission, the Executive
Director shall provide the Commissioners with copies of any new
grant proposals that have been received.

(5)        A grant proposal may be amended during the
meeting so long as the tribe requesting the grant agrees with the
amendment either through the Commissioner representing it or any
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authorized officer of the tribe who is permitted to address the
Commission.

(6)        Commissioners will consider and vote on grant
proposals in open meetings. It is the policy of the Commission
that  Commissioners  should  not  move  for  approval  of  a  grant
proposal, and should not vote on a grant proposal, that concerns
the  State-recognized  tribe  the  Commissioner  represents.
Commissioners are reminded of their obligations under Alabama’s
ethics laws and encouraged to seek an opinion of the Alabama
Ethics Commission before acting on such a grant in any way.

(7)        Once the Commission has approved a grant
proposal, the Executive Director shall facilitate payment of the
grant pursuant to the grant procedures at Rule 475-X-2-.08.

Author: AIAC
Statutory Authority: Alabama Code 41-9-708
History: New Rule: Published ______; effective ______.

Penalty: None

475-X-2-.06 AIAC-Approved Grants: Waiver.

(1)        All State-recognized tribes are presumed to want
the  maximum  amount  of  grant  funds  available  to  them.  
Nonetheless, in any given Fiscal Year, any State-recognized tribe
may waive its option to request some, or all, of an AIAC-approved
grant.  Waivers inform the Commission sooner rather than later
that a State-recognized tribe will not be seeking some, or all,
of the available funds. 

(2)         To  be  effective,  waivers  must  be  made  in
writing.  A written waiver shall be directed to the Executive
Director,  shall  clearly  state  the  Fiscal  Year  to  which  it
applies,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  State-recognized  tribe’s
representative  on  the  Commission  or  by  the  Chief  or  other
authorized official of the tribe. The Executive Director shall
maintain a file for original written waivers.
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(3)        If a State-recognized tribe waives its option to
seek some, or all, of an AIAC-approved grant, then the waived
funds  become  available  for  grants  to  other  State-recognized
tribes that Fiscal Year.  

Author: AIAC
Statutory Authority: Alabama Code 41-9-708
History: New Rule: Published ______; effective ______.

Penalty: None

475-X-2-.07 AIAC-Approved Grants: Grant Amounts.

For AIAC-approved grants, the following apply.

(1)        Each State-recognized tribe which has not waived
its  option  to  seek  AIAC-approved  grants  may  request  an  equal
share of the available funds. In assessing such an equal share,
each Fiscal Year is evaluated on its own terms, independent of
any awards, waivers, or other financial considerations from prior
years  and  independent  of  any  expectations  for  any  financial
considerations of any kind for future years. AIAC-approved grants
are  also  determined  independent  of  any  Legislature-directed
grants.

(2)        If, pursuant to Ala. Code § 41-4-90, the Governor
declares proration, the following apply:

Grants that have already been paid are not impacted.

For any grant that has been approved by the Commission but
not  yet  paid,  the  Executive  Director  shall  reduce  the
grant  amount  in  compliance  with  the  Governor’s
declaration. Each Tribal Grant Agreement shall contain a
provision consistent with this directive.

a. 

b. 
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For  any  grant  that  has  not  yet  been  approved  by  the
Commission, the Commission will approve the grant, if at
all, only for an amount that is reduced in compliance with
the Governor’s declaration.

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Commission  that  each  State-
recognized tribe shall be able to request AIAC-approved
grants  in  an  amount  as  nearly  equal  to  the  amount
available to each other State-recognized tribe in the same
Fiscal  Year  as  may  be  possible  under  the  facts  and
circumstances of the Fiscal Year during which proration
was declared.

Author: AIAC
Statutory Authority: Alabama Code 41-9-708
History: New Rule: Published ______; effective ______.

Penalty: None

475-X-2-.08 Grant Procedures.

(1)        All State-recognized tribes awarded grants must
sign a Tribal Grant Agreement before any funds will be paid. 

(2)        The Executive Director or, in the absence of the
Executive Director then the Chair or Vice Chair, shall be the
signatory on Tribal Grant Agreements for the Commission.   

(3)        Grants, and interests in them, may not be
transferred (whether by assignment or novation) to a third-party,
including  a  different  State-recognized  tribe  or  any  financial
institution. Grants are to be spent by the State-recognized tribe
to whom they were awarded for the benefit of the tribe. This
provision  does  not  prevent  one  State-recognized  tribe  from
agreeing  to  spend  grant  money  on  the  facilities,  grounds,  or
infrastructure of another State-recognized tribe where the former
has  a  relationship  with  the  latter  to  use  those  facilities,
grounds, or infrastructure for its own events or joint events. 
AIAC is not a party to any such agreements and will not resolve
any disputes that arise from them.

c. 

d. 
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(4)        AIAC-approved grants: All AIAC-approved grants
are to be paid to the State-recognized tribe and spent by the
tribe in a single Fiscal Year.

(5)        The State-recognized tribe shall not begin
spending the grant funds until the grant has been paid to the
tribe.  The Commission is not responsible for paying any debts
that the tribe may incur based on the expectation of the grant. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, it is appropriate for a Grant to
be awarded to reimburse a Tribe for an expenditure already made,
so long as the expenditure was made within the last twelve months
and  documentation  of  the  same,  including  receipts  and,  when
applicable, photographs, flyers, training materials and similar,
is provided.

(6)        AIAC-approved grants: For AIAC-approved grants,
if the tribe does not spend the entire grant awarded to it, the
tribe shall return the remaining funds to the Commission within
three  weeks  of  completing  the  project/activity  for  which  the
grant was awarded.  Moreover, each State-recognized tribe shall
return all unspent AIAC-approved grant funds as of the end of the
Fiscal Year to the Commission by October 21 of the following
Fiscal Year.

(7)        All State-recognized tribes awarded grants must
register for the State of Alabama Accounting and Resource System
(STAARS),  or  any  successor  program,  before  any  funds  will  be
paid. 

(8)        All State-recognized tribes awarded grants shall
promptly provide copies of receipts documenting how grant funds
are  being  spent.  In  addition,  the  tribes  shall  submit
photographs, flyers, training materials, and similar documents,
when applicable, to document how grants funds are being spent.

(9)        All State-recognized tribes awarded grants shall
keep records in accordance with general accounting standards for,
at least, the time periods set out in the Tribal Grant Agreement,
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and they understand that they are subject to audit and oversight
as set out in the Tribal Grant Agreement.

(10)      If required by Ala. Code § 41-16-82, all State-
recognized  tribes  receiving  grants  shall  provide  a  properly
completed  Disclosure  Statement  to  the  Commission  and  to  the
Alabama Department of Examiners of Public Accounts before the
grant is paid.
Author: AIAC
Statutory Authority: Alabama Code 41-9-708
History: New Rule: Published ______; effective ______.

Penalty: None
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